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I want to talk plainly to you tonight about what we are doing in Korea and about our policy in the Far East. 
 
In the simplest terms, what we are doing in Korea is this: We are trying to prevent a third world war. 
 
I think most people in this country recognized that fact last June. And they warmly supported the decision 
of the Government to help the Republic of Korea against the Communist aggressors. Now, many 
persons, even some who applauded our decision to defend Korea, have forgotten the basic reason for 
our action. 
 
It is right for us to be in Korea. It was right last June. It is right today. 
 
I want to remind you why this is true. 
 
The Communists in the Kremlin are engaged in a monstrous conspiracy to stamp out freedom all over the 
world. If they were to succeed, the United States would be numbered among their principal victims. It 
must be clear to everyone that the United States cannot -- and will not -- sit idly by and await foreign 
conquest. The only question is: When is the best time to meet the threat and how? 
 
The best time to meet the threat is in the beginning. It is easier to put out a fire in the beginning when it is 
small than after it has become a roaring blaze. 
 
And the best way to meet the threat of aggression is for the peace-loving nations to act together. If they 
don't act together, they are likely to be picked off, one by one.... 
 
This is the basic reason why we joined in creating the United Nations. And since the end of World War II 
we have been putting that lesson into practice -- we have been working with other free nations to check 
the aggressive designs of the Soviet Union before they can result in a third world war. 
 
That is what we did in Greece, when that nation was threatened by aggression of international 
communism. 
 
The attack against Greece could have led to general war. But this country came to the aid of Greece. The 
United Nations supported Greek resistance. With our help, the determination and efforts of the Greek 
people defeated the attack on the spot. 
 
Another big Communist threat to peace was the Berlin blockade. That too could have led to war. But 
again it was settled because free men would not back down in an emergency.... 
 
The question we have had to face is whether the Communist plan of conquest can be stopped without 
general war. Our Government and other countries associated with us in the United Nations believe that 
the best chance of stopping it without general war is to meet the attack in Korea and defeat it there. 
 
That is what we have been doing. It is a difficult and bitter task. 
 
But so far it has been successful. 
 



So far, we have prevented World War III. 
 
So far, by fighting a limited war in Korea, we have prevented aggression from succeeding and bringing on 
a general war. And the ability of the whole free world to resist Communist aggression has been greatly 
improved. 
 
We have taught the enemy a lesson. He has found out that aggression is not cheap or easy. Moreover, 
men all over the world who want to remain free have been given new courage and new hope. They know 
now that the champions of freedom can stand up and fight. 
 
Our resolute stand in Korea is helping the forces of freedom now fighting in Indochina and other countries 
in that part of the world. It has already slowed down the timetable of conquest.... 
 
We do not want to see the conflict in Korea extended. We are trying to prevent a world war -- not to start 
one. The best way to do this is to make plain that we and the other free countries will continue to resist 
the attack. 
 
But you may ask: Why can't we take other steps to punish the aggressor? Why don't we bomb Manchuria 
and China itself? Why don't we assist Chinese Nationalist troops to land on the mainland of China? 
 
If we were to do these things we would be running a very grave risk of starting a general war. If that were 
to happen, we would have brought about the exact situation we are trying to prevent. 


